KINOULTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in Kinoulton Village Hall on 

17th April 2007 at 7.30 p.m.
Present    Mrs.E.Evans Chairman  

                J. Huckerby Vice Chairman 

                N.A.Oxby Treasurer. 

Mrs.A.Earl 

T.Carline    

P.Davis

Mrs M. Oxby Clerk to the Council

Visitors:     Borough Councillor Ken Keyworth, and Ms Liz Foxwell- Canning (Joint Website Manager)

APOLOGIES 

Councillor Jon Gladstone

1.  DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS

· Councillor Carline declared a personal interest in minute number 6/07 as he is a school governor.  

· Councillor John Huckerby declared a personal interest in minute number 12/07 as he is a member of the A46 Group.

2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

The minutes of the Parish Council Meetings held on the 6th March 2007 and the 20th March 2007, as previously circulated, were taken as read and with amendments signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

3. MATTERS ARISING

Vimy Ridge

Councillor Huckerby advised he has tried to contact Mr Simkin at the County Council regarding the watering of the trees but to date Mr Simkin has not replied.    Councillor Earl agreed to speak to Mr Alistair Cuthill, an arboriculturist, regarding when the trees should be watered.

Spring Clean Day

The Clerk advised that three litter pickers had been supplied by Streetwise at Rushcliffe Borough Council.  The Clerk was request to write a letter of thanks. 

Lottery funding and the Olympics

A letter has been received from the Department for Culture Media and Sport in reply to the Parish Council’s letter voicing concerns that lottery money would be diverted to the Olympic Games from rural projects.   Placed in Councillor’s Distribution Envelope for information and consideration.

4. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

REFERENCE No: 07/00512/FUL

APPLICANT: Mr  Tanner.

DEVELOPMENTS: Rear extension to form conservatory.

LOCATION: Peppercorn Cottage, 137 Main Street.

DECISION: No objection. 

RUSHCLIFFE BOROUGH COUNCIL DECISION NOTICES

REFERENCE No: 07/00426/VAR

APPLICANT: Mr Harris

DEVELOPMENTS: Erection of open-ended extension to the side of an agricultural building (retrospective application).

LOCATION: Wolds Farm, Kinoulton Lane.

DECISION: Grant permission.

5. PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS

The Chairman informed the meeting that Councillor Huckerby and Councillor Davis have not stood for re-election. On behalf of the Parish Council the Chairman thanked them for all the work they’ve carried out during their term. All agreed.

The Clerk advised she had received a letter from Rushcliffe Borough Council regarding the Parish Council election on 3rd May 2007.   The letter advised that:

· Five people had stood for election Mr Tim Carline, Mrs Anne Earl, Mrs Elizabeth Rosemary Anne Evans, Mr Jon Gladstone and Mr Neil Oxby.  Therefore, they are elected in accordance with the Notice of the Result of the Uncontested Election for the Parish.    The letter stressed that the parties named will need to sign a declaration of acceptance of office and will be required to give a formal notification of financial and other interests after 3rd May.

· The newly elected Council may co-opt any person qualified to stand as a parish councillor onto the Parish Council.  The Parish Council must exercise the power to co-opt within 35 days from the date when the new members take-up office i.e. by Thursday, 26th June 2007.  If the Parish Council fails to fill the vacancies the Borough Council may order a fresh election to fill the remaining vacancies.

The Clerk had spoken to the Deputy Returning Officer at Rushcliffe Borough Council who advised there was no set procedure for co-option.  If more than two people expressed an interest in being co-opted, it would be a matter for the Parish Council to determine how those persons were co-opted.   A discussion was had regarding the way forward as a number of parishioners had expressed an interest in being co-opted.  The Treasurer advised that if the Parish Council took no action and there was an election at a later date the Parish Council would be responsible for all the costs relating to the election.   Agreed to:

a) Place a notice on the Notice boards regarding the two vacancies and request all interested parties to contact the Clerk for further information.

b) The Clerk to advise anyone interested in putting his or her name forward to apply in writing to the Clerk.  The Clerk to agree with the Chairman what specifically would be requested from such persons and by when.

c) The nature of any ballot to be formally agreed at the next meeting of the Parish Council on 15th May when it would be known how many persons had put their names forward.

6. JOINT USE AREA
The Clerk spoke to the Parish Council’s solicitors on Monday 16th April 2007.  The solicitor had received an engrossment agreement but there was a mistake in it and she had spoken to the County Council’s solicitor regarding the same.  As a result the County Council’s solicitor had correct and sent the engrossment to the Parish Council.  It was understood that the engrossment was not exactly the same as the draft, which had been circulated in the Councillors’ Distribution Envelope and therefore the Parish Council’s solicitor will send a covering letter regarding the engrossment but this will not arrive in time for the meeting.

After a lengthy discussion it was decided that in the absence of the Parish Council’s solicitors letter advising on the engrossed and with new Parish Council was being formed in May; that the engrossed agreement would be considered for approval at the meeting of 15th May 2007.   

The Clerk was requested to circulate copies of the engrossed agreement and the solicitor’s letter once they had been received.

7. ACQUISITION OF LAND
The Chairman advised that members of the Parish Council had attended the auction but the field off Hall Lane had been sold at a price beyond the Parish Council’s upper financial limit.    There were also issues with the Highway Authority in terms of the location off Hall Lane dependent on the nature of the recreation ground.

The Clerk advised that the Parish Council’s solicitor Ives & Co had provided advice on the legal title as requested.  Ives & Co had submitted an invoice in the sum of £387.75 inclusive of VAT for attending the offices of Actons solicitors to look at the auction pack, and reporting to the Parish Council.

8. ANNUAL ACCOUNTS/STATEMENT OF INTERNAL CONTROL/RISK ASSESSMENT/ INSURANCE COVER

The Treasurer had prior to the meeting distributed copies of a covering report, the Annual Accounts, the Statement of Internal Control and Risk Assessment (copy attached to minutes).

Annual Accounts 

The Treasurer went through the covering report and invited any questions.    

Resolution: “The Parish Council Approve the Annual Accounts including the Statement of Internal Control for 2006/2007.”  Proposed Councillor Carline.  Seconded Councillor Earl.  All agreed.

Statement of Internal Control   

The Treasurer advised that he did not consider any changes were required to the Statement of Internal Control.

Resolution: “The Parish Council Approve the Statement of Internal Control for 2006/2007.”  Proposed Councillor Evans.  Seconded Councillor Earl.  All agreed.

Risk Assessment  and Insurance 

The Treasurer advised that he did not consider any changes were required to the Risk Assessment.

The Treasurer advised that the insurance and risk assessment should be considered on an annual basis.  Copies of the Risk Assessment had been circulated and the insurance cover remains the same as the Schedule distributed in the previous year.  

Resolution: “The Parish Council Approve the Risk Assessment .”  Proposed Councillor Evans.  Seconded Councillor Earl.  All agreed.

Resolution  “ The Parish Council approve the Schedule of Insurance as set out in the current policy.” Proposed Councillor Evans.  Seconded Councillor Carline.  All agreed.

The Treasurer advised that the Joint Use Agreement reflects the insurance cover in the Parish Council’s insurance policy.  However, he will approach the East Midlands Insurance Scheme to determine whether this would give better value.  

9. VILLAGE APPRAISAL PROJECTS

The Chairman had compiled a list of sites for various types of projects around the village based on the suggestions of the last meeting.   The list was put in the Councillors’ Distribution Envelope with a comments sheet. All councillors were asked to comment on the viability and suitability of each site.

10. SPEEDING THROUGH THE VILLAGE

Councillor Gladstone had informed the Chairman the Community Speed Watch volunteers will be using the speed gun in the village shortly and that he will be speaking to the local police constable regarding speeding through the village. 
11. ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
The date for the Annual Meeting has been amended by the Chairman after discussion with councillors and will be held on 1st May 2007.  This will allow Councillor Huckerby to make the presentation on the Vimy Ridge Trees Project.

12. A46

Councillor Gladstone left a message with the Chairman that no Statement of Intent is required prior to the pre-inquiry meeting.

The Clerk has received from the Highways Authority the following:

· a letter dated the 22nd March together with a copy of the of  Statement of Case of the Highways Authority, 

· a letter dated the 22nd March 2007 (in duplicate) enclosing details of an addendum to the Environmental Statement of the Highways Agency, 

· a letter dated the 12th April 2007 enclosing a notice of the pre-inquiry meeting to be held on the 16th May 2007.  

The Clerk has also received a letter dated 12th April 207 from Persona Associates regarding the pre-inquiry meeting, appointment of inspector and invitation to attend pre-inquiry meeting.

After a discussion it was resolved that if Councillor Gladstone agreed, he would attend on behalf of the Parish Council as well as a member of the A46 dualling group. Proposed by Councillor Carline.           Seconded by Councillor   Earl.  All agreed

It was resolved that the Parish Council would send a joint letter with the A46 dualling group sending the joint Statement of Case and the Clerk was authorised to sign such joint letter. Proposed by Councillor  Oxby , Seconded by Councillor  Huckerby.    All agreed.

13. WEBSITE

The Chairman closed the meeting to allow Liz Foxwell-Canning to speak.

Liz informed the meeting that the website should be up and running next month, but she couldn’t confirm this for definite.   An alternative host has been identified. 

The Chairman re-opened meeting.

The Treasurer raised the position regarding the current website rental and supporting package.  He had not seen any formal agreement for the rental and was not aware of any notice provisions.  Under the circumstances, the Treasurer was requested to write to Visav Ltd terminating the website rental and supporting package on 30th April 2007 or the earliest date thereafter.  All agreed.

14. INTERNAL AUDITOR

The Clerk has spoken to Mr Elliot at the Society of Local Council Clerks who had recommended a Mr Dixon who already acts as internal auditor to a number of parish councils.   The Treasurer, advised he had spoken to Mr Dixon, an accountant based in Keyworth, who had confirmed he was prepared to act as the internal auditor for the Parish  Council. His fee was likely to be in the region of £60 to £80 for the year.  Resolution “Mr Dixon is appointed the Parish Council’s Internal Auditor.”  Proposed Councillor Oxby. Seconded Councillor Huckerby. All agreed. 

15. CORRESPONDENCE

(a) Nottinghamshire County Council – Letter regarding County Council Civic Service 2007 to be held on 15th July 2007.  The Chairman advised she would be interested in attending.
(b) East Midlands Rural Affairs Forum – Letter from them regarding East Midlands Rural Action Plan 2007 and the website address to download the plan. Placed in Councillors’ Distribution Envelope for consideration.  

(c) CPRE – Annual General Meeting to be held on 30th April 2007 at 8.00 pm.  

(d) Postwatch – Letter regarding the closure of post office branches and their response to the Governments planned closures.   Placed in Councillors’ Distribution Envelope for information.

(e) NALC – Leaflet regarding Community Empowerment Awards, listed categories and guiding principles.

(f) NALC – letter regarding Rushcliffe Borough Council Standards Committee and the Appointment of Parish Council Member.  Anyone interested in being nominated to advise the Clerk as soon as possible as nominations had to be returned by 25th April.

(g) Mayor Rushcliffe Borough Council Charity Golf event - Placed in Councillors’ Distribution Envelope for information..

(h) CPRE – details of the best-kept village competition for 2007. It had been previously agreed that the village would withdraw from this event for a few years and concentrate on other projects.

(i) Audit    Commission – letter advising that Hacker Young had been appointed as external auditor for the financial  year 2006/2007.

(j) Hacker Young – Letter enclosing audit information. Passed to the Treasurer.

16. SANCTION OF ACCOUNTS

(a) Hacker Young.  External Audit for 2006/2007. £120.00 plus VAT. 
(b) Ives and Co, solicitors  - £387.75 (including VAT  of £57.75). Invoice dated 3rd April 2007.

(c) Visav Limited.- Invoice no 16411, date 1 April 2007 for website rental month April 2007    amount £19.99 vat £3.50 total £23.49.

(d) Ms L.Foxwell-Canning in respect of reimbursement sums paid to Titan for website hosting services.  £117.50.

Agreed to defray the aforementioned expenses.

17.  ITEMS ARISING FROM THE MATERIALS DISTRIBUTED TO COUNCILLORS 

None

18.   ANY OTHER BUSINESS  

(a) Councillor Oxby reported there is a new Code of Conduct for parish councils which will impact on the financial interest questionnaire.  Therefore, to possible prevent Councillors completing a new and old financial questionnaire it would be  advisable for the Parish Council to adopt the new Code from the 15th May 2007.   Agreed the Code of Conduct to be an agenda item at the meeting of 15th May.

(b) Councillor Earl reported that she had been informed of an abusive bus driver on the local bus service.

(c) Councillor Earl reported she has the new footpath signs for the posts, which she will be putting up shortly.

(d) Councillor Huckerby raised the current position with regard to the oak tree on the Village Green he had raised at the previous meeting.  Councillor Earl to speak to a parishioner who is an arborculturist  on this matter.

Next meeting to be held on Tuesday 15th May 2007

The meeting ended at   9.15 pm
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